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2021 Local Consult Meetings Summary

Local Consult is the public engagement process for KDOT’s
10-year Eisenhower Legacy Transportation Program (IKE). The
process takes place every two years to gather input on a list of
potential highway modernization and expansion projects for
each geographic region throughout the state. The input Kansans
provide helps KDOT determine which projects will move forward
into the IKE development pipeline for further engineering and
analysis. It’s also an opportunity to strengthen local partnerships,
better understand which KDOT programs matter most to
communities, and get feedback on how delivery can be improved.
KDOT engaged with more than 160 participants during the
Local Consult meetings for the southeast region. For 2021, the
Local Consult meetings looked different from years past. Out
of an abundance of caution and to comply with state guidance
related to COVID-19, meetings were held virtually, with two ways
to participate:
1. Zoom meetings were hosted for all six districts, plus two in
the urban areas of Wichita and Kansas City.
2. On-demand webpages were also created and allowed
participants the option to review meeting information and
provide input on their own schedule.
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JOINED THE LIVE ZOOM MEETING
AND/OR PROVIDED INPUT
ON DEMAND ONLINE

WHAT WE HEARD IN DISTRICT 4: SOUTHEAST
Expansion Projects: Participants in the southeast Kansas
meeting identified the northern half of the Crawford County
Corridor on US-69 as a high priority regional project to
provide safe access to health care and economic development
opportunities in the growing Pittsburg area. Participants also
noted that improvements along the US-169 corridor in Anderson
and Montgomery counties would better serve a major freight
corridor connecting Kansas City to Oklahoma. Some participants
noted that passing lanes are a priority, as they are both effective
and cost efficient.
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WHAT WE HEARD IN DISTRICT 4: SOUTHEAST, CONTINUED

Modernization Projects: IKE program modernization projects
typically add shoulders, flatten hills and straighten curves
along existing routes. High-priority modernization projects
identified by southeast meeting attendees included US-160
in Labette and Elk counties. The section of US-160 from
Altamont to US-169 is close to a high school, prompting
concerns about safety of young drivers and truck traffic.
High traffic volumes and lack of shoulders were cited by
participants as safety concerns. Most of the modernization
projects on the regional list were identified as high and
medium priorities. Participants emphasized that K-47 in
Neosho County is in need of repair, and the addition of
shoulders would further improve safety.

WE ALSO HEARD: Overall, the addition of passing lanes
to create safer roadways with heavy truck traffic was very
important to meeting participants.
“On very narrow roadways with no shoulders and steep drop
offs there is no getting over for oncoming traffic carrying
large loads. We have experienced several fatal accidents just
in the last 2 years.”
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“

We have a large
amount of industrial
traffic throughout the
region on US-169 and
passing lanes would
help the traffic flow.
It is hard to attract
industry to the region
if they do not have a
good corridor to travel
through the state.”
-SOUTHEAST
PARTICIPANT

“Too many drivers take unnecessary risks passing in the
current layout.”
Bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure was also highlighted as
important to the southeast region.
“K-33 is designated as a bike/ped corridor and is in need of
such facilities/improvements.”

SOUTHEAST REGION PROJECT SCORING
Project lists discussed during the southeast regional meeting
are displayed on the following page. The lists reflect the top
high- and medium-priority projects identified during breakout
group discussions.

“

Pittsburg is
expected to experience
10% growth
in the next 20 years.
The only level two
trauma hospital in
region is in Pittsburg.
Access is important!”



-SOUTHEAST
PARTICIPANT
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SOUTHEAST REGION PROJECT SCORING: EXPANSION & MODERNIZATION
Results of southeast Kansas breakout discussions identifying highand medium-priority expansion projects for the region:

Results of southeast Kansas breakout discussions identifying highand medium-priority modernization projects for the region:
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