
The Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) is seeking volunteers to participate in a 
road usage charge (RUC) study. The study will focus on identifying how a RUC system that 
reflects unique Midwestern needs could help fund transportation investments. The study is 
being supported by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and coordinated with the 
Minnesota DOT to expand the pilot’s reach.

What is RUC? A road usage charge, or RUC, is a policy whereby drivers pay to use the road 
based on miles driven. It is sometimes referred to as vehicle miles traveled (VMT) fees or a 
mileage-based user fee (MBUF).

Why is it important? Our state roads and bridges are funded primarily by motor fuel 
tax revenues, the taxes we pay at the pump. This funding continues to decline with the 
increased number of electrics and as people drive fewer miles. A recent KDOT study 
indicates that by 2045, our transportation system could rely on sales taxes for 60% of 
revenue, which is not likely to be sustainable. This is a nationwide issue, but to date, the 
discussion on how a RUC could work has been primarily led by research on the East and 
West Coasts. KDOT’s RUC Study is the first major pilot to bring a local, Midwest perspective 
to this important discussion. 

Kansas is the first DOT to engage drivers to help design the RUC pilot—helping ensure we 
consider what matters most to the people who use our state’s roads and bridges. The study 
will be done in three phases. Phase two is seeking volunteers to engage in activities and 
provide feedback that will inform what the RUC pilot looks like. For instance, drivers may 
record mileage, and cost to drive per mile would be calculated and compared to the cost of 
what the driver would have paid in gas tax. 

August 3, 2022

Sign-up for email updates and opportunities to get engaged: 
Website: ksdotike.org/RUC-study 
Contact: Joel Skelley

KDOT Director of Policy
joel.skelley@ks.gov / 785-296-2265

Outreach

Focus on Rural Communities, 
Agricultural & Freight Industries Volunteer-driven Research Demonstration Pilots

Phase 1
Sept 2021 – June 2022

Phase 2
July 2022 – June 2023

Phase 3
June 2023 – June 2024 

•  Advisory committees
•  Hands-on workshops 
•  Industry conversations 

Explore options to report miles 
driven with resident volunteers
Summarize research findings
Recruit volunteers for pilot

Test ways to report miles driven  
with Kansas volunteers
Partner with Minnesota DOT to 
expand the study reach
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MIDWESTERN VALUES & LOCAL FEEDBACK TO SHAPE
MIDWEST ROAD USAGE CHARGE (RUC) STUDY

Design Test

https://www.ksdotike.org/RUC-study

