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PITTSBURG, Kan. — Al-
ready serving residents and 
students in Girard as well as 
Arma, the Crawford County 
Mental Health’s Mobile Same 
Day Access Mobile Unit made 
a stop at the Pittsburg Police 
Department’s Law Enforce-
ment Center, Wednesday, 
providing services to those in 
municipal court.  

“The reason we are here 
today is Crawford County 
Mental Health has come 
alongside the Pittsburg Mu-
nicipal Court to treat people 
who are getting into drugs, 
getting into trouble because 
of  their mental health,” said 
Dr. Jeffrey Burch, director of  
Behavioral Justice Services 
at CCMHC. “So, what we are 
trying is to keep them from 
jail, keep them from clog-
ging up the court system by 
getting them the treatment, 
help, medication, therapy, 
whatever they need so that 
way they can be restored 
back to being able to be func-
tioning members of  society.”  

Throughout the day, the 
mobile unit sat in front of  
the police station, offering 
snacks, sandwiches, stress 
balls, pens, and brochures.  

The Mobile Same Day Ac-

By Aaron Pyle 
apyle@morningsun.net

PITTSBURG, Kan. — It’s offi-
cial — after nearly two years of  
being closed due to reconstruc-
tion, East Quincy Street is open 
to the public once again. 

During the ceremony, the 
City of  Pittsburg closed the 
road near the intersection of  
E. Quincy St. and Joplin St. 
So city officials, residents, 
and representatives from the 
contactor Amino Brothers Co. 
Inc. and the engineering firm 

TranSystems, could gather to 
celebrate the opening. 

The project, which began 
in July of  2022, improves one 
of  Pittsburg’s main connec-
tors. The project required the 
reconstruction of  E. Quincy 
Street from Joplin Street to 
Rouse Street into a three-lane 
roadway with one lane for 
each direction of  travel with 
a center turning lane as the 
lanes are 11 feet wide and 2.5 
feet with the curb and gutter.  

The city of  Pittsburg received 

Hosts workshops at 
Pittsburg Library

By Dustin R. Strong 
dstrong@morningsun.net

PITTSBURG, Kan. — 
The Kansas Department 
of  Transportation (KDOT) 
held a series of  workshops 
at the Pittsburg Public 
Library on Wednesday 
morning. Each workshop 
focused on a specific 
group of  people within the 
communities of  Crawford 

County, such as first re-
sponders, freight haulers, 
elected officials, schools, 
economic development 
and local government. 
Each workshop lasted one 
hour and lasted through-
out the day.

KDOT has recently de-
cided to forgo previous 
plans for the U.S. 69 by-
pass from Arma through 
Pittsburg. This year, a new 
study has been launched to 
determine the feasibility 
of  improving the existing 
highway, collecting traffic 

City does not 
withdraw 20-year-
old support of 
western bypass
By Dustin R. Strong
dstrong@morningsun.net

PITTSBURG, Kan. — Dan 
Muter of  the newly formed 

SEK Highway 69 Strategic 
Alliance has been making the 
rounds to local governments 
urging them to support im-
provement and expansion of  
the current U.S. 69 corridor, 
rather than building a new 
one. On Tuesday evening, 
Muter appeared before the 
Pittsburg City Commission 
to plead his case. 

During public input, Muter 
laid out the now-familiar 

points in support of  revi-
talizing the current route, 
pointing out the need for 
improvements anyway, what 
his group believes to be the 
much cheaper cost of  making 
improvements to the old over 
building something new, and 
what potential improvements 
would look like.

Commissioners recalled 
Muter at the end of  the regular 
meeting. Commissioner Ron 

Seglie asked if  Muter knew of  
any homes or businesses that 
would be impacted by improv-
ing the current highway.

Muter said he did not know 
for sure, saying it would be a 
guess as to what the Kansas 
Department of  Transporta-
tion (KDOT) would do. There 
have been concerns about 
the effects on the JayCee 
ballpark and Four Oaks, 
according to Muter, who 

felt those two would not be 
affected, but speculated that 
Bo’s One Stop at K-126 and 
U.S. 69 would be.

Muter said that KDOT has 
such a wide right-of-way, they 
can shift the roadbed as need-
ed, but ultimately, he was not 
sure what KDOT will do. 

“Our biggest concern,” 
Muter said, “is Atkinson 

Officials from Pittsburg, Frontenac, and Crawford County 
engage KDOT representatives about their plans going 
forward concerning the development of the U.S. 69 
corridor, including needed improvements on the existing 
highway. DUSTIN R. STRONG / THE MORNING SUNSEE KDOT, 2A
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Covering Pittsburg and Southeast Kansas since 1887

MAY 16, 2024 THURSDAY VOLUME 124, NO. 96  |  $1.25

Mini golf &
beautiful blooms

Regional
champions

Pittsburg ready
for summer

SEE PAGE 3A

St. Mary's Colgan defeats Northeast in the 
Class 2-1A softball regional title game
SEE PAGE 1B

THE TV GUIDE IS 
AVAILABLE NOW 
ON OUR WEBSITE SCAN HERE

Pittsburg city officials, residents and representatives from the contactor Amino Brothers Co., 
Inc. as well as the engineering firm TranSystems gathered to celebrate the opening of East 
Quincy Street during Wednesday’s ribbon cutting held near the corner of E. Quincy St. and 
Joplin St. AARON PYLE / THE MORNING SUN 

Second time was not the charm

City celebrates completion
of East Quincy project

Elected officials from around the county consult a map of the U.S. 69 corridor placing colored notes denoting what 
is working on the current highway (yellow) and what is not working (orange). Lastly, blue notes indicated locations of 
possible opportunities for economic expansion. DUSTIN R. STRONG / THE MORNING SUN

KDOT seeking input for new 69 study

CCMHC 
Mobile Unit 
provides 
services in 
Pittsburg 

You Care About this Topic!

We received over 1,600 individual 
comments through 319 surveys, and 
303 people attending public open 
houses or stakeholder listening 
sessions.

Surveys Submitted: 992

Total Open House Comments: 331

Total Stakeholder Session Comments: 
292
•	First Responders
•	Freight
•	Schools and Transit
•	Economic Development
•	Local Government
•	Elected Officials


